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Highlands Preservation, Inc.
A Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Preserving the Highlands’ Hidden Historic Resources
   The Cross Kent Greenway Heritage Trail Network(TM)
Thomas F. Maxson

Executive Summary
   Highlands Preservation, Inc., a non-profit historic and natural preservation advocacy organization, has proposed the establishment and designation of a series of hiking trails running through the Town of Kent which would form a comprehensive trail network, providing open space accessibility throughout the town. This proposal was included in the Town of Kent’s Revised Master Plan, which was approved by the Town Board in 2008.

   This proposal would include a north-south cross-Kent link, in addition to an east-west link, intersecting near Hawk Rock, a prehistoric site which was recently designated as an inventoried prehistoric archaeological site by Highlands Preservation, Inc. and the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP).  These links would form the backbone of a town-wide series of trails allowing visitors to access and enjoy the historic and natural beauty of the town. Visitors will be able to visit numerous old farm sites, which include the stone chambers of Kent, as Kent is the “Stone Chamber Capital of the United States”(TM) based upon the recent survey of these structures conducted by Highlands Preservation and the Kent Conservation Advisory Committee (KCAC). As proposed, the east-west and north-south trail backbone would comprise approximately 24 miles of hiking trails, with another 40 miles or so of associated trails accessible throughout the network. This network has been designed to allow users to gain access, with periodic designated parking areas, at various points along the trail to modularize and customize their own hiking routes and points of interest. These trails will be clearly marked and mapped.
   Highlands Preservation has proposed a trail route which maximizes the use of existing open space within the town, with the majority of these areas owned by either the NYC DEP or the NYS DEC. These open space areas are already open for hiking and other recreational uses, so the potential for conflict with private property owners has been drastically minimized. In this way, the need to route the trails on to public roads with vehicular traffic has also been minimized. Highlands Preservation plans to reuse several old remnant roads, which have never been formally abandoned by the Town, in the design of this trail network.
   Some of the old farm sites and other scenic/natural/historic resources accessible from the Cross Kent Trail Network(TM) include:
· The Shaw and Munger farm sites on Shaw’s Hill (aka California Hill)

· The Russell farm site and stone chamber on Mt. Nimham

· The Townsend’s “Fairview Farm” site and explosives bunker/smokehouse on Mt. Nimham

· The Dean farm site and stone chamber on Mt. Nimham

· The Mt. Nimham Fire Tower and views of the surrounding countryside
· The Maynard farm site and stone chamber on Mt. Nimham

· The Smalley stone chamber on Mt. Nimham

· Whang Hollow

· Hawk Rock

· Horsepound Brook

· The Cole/Caldwell farm site near Horsepound Brook

· White Pond

· The Jeremiah Sprague farm site and stone chamber

· The Brown-Barrett-Mead farm site and 2 stone chambers

· The Comeskey/Turner farm site and stone chamber

· Townsend Ridge

· The Bowen farm site

· Wonder Lake

· The Nichols Farm site and 2 stone chambers

   Highlands Preservation has provided the mapping of these proposed trails for inclusion with the Kent Revised Master Plan (attached), which also shows the location of most of Kent’s stone chambers and old farm sites. Highlands Preservation hopes to work with other private non-profit organizations to obtain the necessary approvals from the DEP and DEC to make this trail network a reality.
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