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Don’t Lift Fracking Ban Until Comprehensive Health Study is Complete
   In the September 3-9 issue of the Putnam Examiner, Sen. Greg Ball proposed allowing fracking to be introduced in a phased approach in New York State.  Even though he acknowledged that there have been devastating impacts in Pennsylvania and elsewhere in terms of natural resource destruction, drinking water contamination, and increased health risks, he believes that New York can avoid those same mistakes. He wants to allow the frackers to have a trial period, after which a study will be conducted to evaluate their performance.

   Well, anyone who has been paying attention to this issue knows that it is only the current ban on fracking that has saved New Yorkers from the same devastating impacts experienced in Pennsylvania. And the frackers have done their very best to hide those impacts from the world, through the use of gag orders, non-disclosure agreements, and intense political pressure applied at the highest levels of government, up to and including the White House. In fact, the EPA has been forced to conceal their findings of water contamination in Pennsylvania, and the land owners who have lost everything can’t even speak out. 

   There’s no doubt that the economy has been in the doldrums, and that many people are hurting from the effects of this long-term downturn. And you know that when people are hurting, the profiteers and snake oil salesmen are going to start showing up at our door with promises to take our pain away and make everything better. That’s exactly what has happened in the current debate in New York. You’ve probably seen the mega-million dollar advertising campaign, including rose-colored TV commercials from the energy companies using simplistic animation effects, and we’ve all received the glossy mailers from the gas drillers promising everything from more jobs to increased natural gas supplies. 
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   But what exactly is fracking, and why should you be concerned? It starts with the drilling of a well, first vertically down through the water aquifer, and then horizontally for up to 5,000 feet. Then the drillers pump a combination of water and chemicals (up to 750 different ones) at high volume and speed through the well, in order to fracture the shale rock below. By fracturing the shale, natural gas is released and recovered. Sounds simple, right? Well, not exactly if 
                            Lauren Petracca                                             you talk to the people whose 
                                                                                                  groundwater has been forever polluted by this practice in Pennsylvania and other states where fracking has been allowed by their state regulators. You may have seen footage of people lighting their water faucets on fire due to methane contamination in their water supply.
   It has been determined that the chemicals used in this process are often toxic (the drillers are exempted from the Safe Drinking Water Act so they don’t have to report what they are using).  But it is known that the drillers have at times used diesel fuel and other carcinogens in this process. The carcinogenic impacts of benzene and the other toxic chemicals should be of great concern to all of us. 
   Here is just a partial list of the potentially negative impacts resulting from the fracking process:

1. Pollution of existing groundwater supplies from insecure well casings and the underground release of toxic chemicals – most of the victims cannot talk about this because they were forced to sign non-disclosure agreements in order for the drillers to respond to their complaints;

2. The misuse of millions of gallons of clean water per well in the fracking process, as it is injected into the ground, becoming polluted wastewater, then left in above-ground pools where unsuspecting wildlife and pets become the victims;
3. This contaminated wastewater has been misclassified as industrial waste rather than hazardous waste, a gift to the drillers by the regulators, but a threat for future generations;
4. Once the clean water supply is polluted, property values plummet and the owners are never be able to sell their homes;

5. The 750 chemicals injected into the well at high pressure are toxic and undisclosed, another gift to the drillers by our federal elected officials;

6. The number of well seals that could fail in the process is huge – remember, BP said their well casings and seals in the Gulf were sound, just before their failure caused the greatest environmental disaster in U.S. history;
7. In addition to spoiling the water, the methane gas released from the wells accounts for a significant percentage of the greenhouse gases released into the air – so it’s spoiling the air in addition to the water, and contributing greatly to climate change and the generation of super storms like Sandy;
8. The jobs created by fracking aren’t filled by local residents – instead, workers are trucked in like a swarm of locusts, as they temporarily drive up rents and force lower income people out of the area. And then the workers leave, moving on to the next well site, leaving behind the environmental and economic hardships for the locals to deal with;

9. Many banks and mortgage providers will not write a mortgage when there is a drilling lease on the property due to the numerous liability issues involved with fracking;

10. Once fracking is approved, adjacent landowners may not be able to stop drillers from drilling under their property, since the horizontal wells can extend up to 5,000 feet – that’s nearly a mile;

11. Reports from Colorado and Ohio indicate that fracking is causing an increase in the number of earthquakes being experienced in those areas;
12. Those who favor fracking ALWAYS have a personal financial stake in it – either as leaseholders, drillers, chemical and energy companies, politicians receiving campaign contributions, or as stock investors in these companies, hence their support for fracking;

13. There’s no money in the state coffers to effectively regulate the drillers – the New York State DEC wants $25 million per year to start, a bureaucrat’s dream, and that’s just one of the many state agencies that will be involved;

14. The USGS recently downgraded the forecast of natural gas supplies in the Marcellus Shale by 80% - this means everyone who signed a lease there was lied to by the drillers, who promised nearly unlimited gas supplies and royalties for years to come;

15. The gas drillers threaten numerous archaeological sites dating to the earliest human settlements in the area.

   Senator Ball’s proposal puts the cart before the horse, by allowing fracking first and then conducting a study afterward. This will permanently open the door to fracking in New York, and the deep pocket energy and chemical companies will use their resources to thwart any opposition to continued fracking. What is really needed is a comprehensive health study first to determine exactly what the impacts will be so that the people and their representatives can make a fully informed decision. Why experiment with the water supply for 8 million people in New York? 
   In Senator Ball’s own words, “Pennsylvania should be ashamed at how they rolled out fracking without taking the time to protect their people and their environment.” So why should we repeat that same mistake in New York? Let’s take the time now to fully understand what fracking will really mean to New Yorkers.

   And don’t trust the “Frackenstein” industry shills who are financially tied to the drilling, chemical, and energy companies. Like the snake oil salesmen of yesteryear, they will sell us anything to pad their own pockets at our expense. And remember, it’s us taxpayers who will pay for the cleanup costs when things go terribly wrong – and that will negate all the potential financial benefits the fracking industry and their friends tout.
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