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Magical History Tour & Nature Hike to Hawk Rock October 7th
   Please join us on Sunday, October 7th, at 11:00am for our free “Magical History Tour and Nature Hike.” We’ll be hiking through the Northrup Farm off of Gipsy Trail Road through beautiful Whang Hollow to the impressive glacial erratic known as “Hawk Rock”, which was a spiritual center for the local Native Americans prior to the arrival of the European settlers in the 1700s. Our 5-mile roundtrip hike will take us through beautiful mixed forestland, through scenic hills and valleys, with lots of interesting rock formations and streams. We will be walking from a 600 foot elevation up to an 850 foot elevation, and then down to 550 feet, with the reverse on the return trip. We’ll have local historians on hand to provide you with the human and natural history of the area. Please wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring water and a lunch or snack, and bug repellent. We’ll return to the parking area at about 2:30pm. Get the kids off their computers and smart-phones for a few hours! Leashed dogs are welcome too! The associate sponsors for this hike include the Kent Historical Society, the Putnam ROCKs organization, and the New England Antiquities Research Association.
Hike Facts:

Roundtrip Distance:  Approximately 5 miles

Terrain: Up and down hills, uneven and rocky ground, crossing at least 2 streams, step over downed trees and through stone walls. The elevations will range from 600 feet, up to 850 feet, and then down to 550 feet, reversing this course for the return trip. 
When: 11:00am on Sunday, October 7, 2011. Heavy rain or thunderstorm threats will postpone this hike until Sunday, October 14th, same time.  

Where:  NYS DEC Mount Nimham Multiple Use Area off of Gipsy Trail Road in Kent.  Since this is a multiple use area, no permits are required to hike this property.

Directions: From Route 301, take Gipsy Trail Road north approximately 1.9 miles, and turn right into the New York State DEC parking area. From Farmers Mills Road, go south on Gipsy Trail Road approximately 2.8 miles, and turn left into New York State DEC parking area. For a map, click here.

What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring enough water given the distance you’re walking and the temperature that day, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourself and your dog when you return home.

Contact: By email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or visit our Facebook page here, or by phone at (845) 249-8880
