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June 7th “Magical History Tour & Nature Hike” To The King’s Chamber, CCC Camp, & Roaring Brook Property
   Highlands Historic Preservation will take our next “Magical History Tour & Nature Hike” down to the King’s Chamber and former CCC Camp in Putnam Valley. We’ll start in Kent and hike down Old Shaw Street (aka Old California Hill Road), through beautiful forest lands and some very impressive rock formations, crossing into Putnam Valley.  We’ll visit the “King’s Chamber”, so named because it is believed to be the largest such stone chamber in Putnam County, the “stone chamber capital of the U.S.” Then we’ll visit a second, smaller stone chamber, and then the ruins of the old CCC Camp located nearby. This camp was occupied by over 100 young men during the Depression, until the outbreak of World War II. During the war it was used to house British sailors who were awaiting the repair and/or servicing of their ships. On our return we’ll make a short trip into the recently acquired Roaring Brook property and visit the remnants of the Hadden farm. So get the kids off their iPads and iPhones for a few hours, and as always, well behaved leashed dogs are welcome too.  
Hike Facts:

Roundtrip Distance: Approximately 4.25 miles.
Terrain: Up and down hills, climbing/descending approximately 250 feet in elevation, uneven and rocky ground, crossing at least 2 streams, step over downed trees and through stone walls. The return trip is mostly uphill.
When: June 7th at 11:00 am. Steady rain will postpone this hike until June 14th, same time.
Where:  Meet at the end of Waywayanda Court, off of Pudding Street, in Kent. This is a State Forest, so no access permits are required to hike this property. For a map, click here.
Directions: From Richardsville Road in Kent, take Pudding Street approximately 1.4 miles and make the left on to Waywayanda Court. Follow Waywayanda as it becomes a dirt road, for approximately .8 miles to the end. If coming from Putnam Valley, take Pudding Street past the Pudding Street/California Hill NYS DEC MUA property, and make the first right on to Waywayanda Court, and take to the end per above. From the south, take the Taconic Parkway to Pudding Street, make a right and take it for 2 miles until you reach Waywayanda Court on the right, and follow that to the end. For a map, click here.
What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring enough water given the distance you’re walking and the temperature/humidity that day, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourself and your dog when you return home.

Contact: By email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or visit our Facebook page here, through our website at www.HighlandsPreservation.org, or by phone at (845) 249-8880.
