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July 10th Magical History Tour & Nature Hike Up Mount Nimham
Chapter 4 in our monthly series of “Magical History Tours & Nature Hikes” will take us to Mount Nimham in Kent in honor of Independence Day to commemorate our local patriots who called the mountain their home. Named for the unsung patriot from the Revolution, Chief Daniel Nimham, this hike will be broken up into two parts: Phase 1 will begin at the bottom of the mountain at 1:00pm, taking us from the old Northrup farm/DEC Gipsy Trail Road parking area, then up through Brown’s Quarry, a mining area in the 1700s and 1800s, and leading to the Townsend’s Fairview Farm and explosives bunker located halfway up the mountain. There we will meet up with those only wishing to hike the upper half of the mountain starting at 2:30pm. From there we’ll hike through the back of the Dean farm up to the 90-foot high fire tower at the top. On the way back down we’ll visit the remnants of the Dean farm, including a stone chamber, and then return to the Fairview Farm/DEC parking area. Then we’ll continue down the rest of the mountain to the Gipsy Trail Road parking area where we originally began.
Hike Facts:

Roundtrip Distance: From bottom: Approximately 5 miles; Distance from halfway up the mountain: Approximately 2.5 miles.
Terrain: Up and down hills, climbing approximately 600 feet in elevation, uneven and rocky ground, crossing at least 2 streams, step over downed trees and through stone walls.
When: To Hike From Bottom: 1:00pm on Sunday, July 10th. To Hike From Halfway Up the Mountain: 2:30pm. Heavy rain will postpone this hike until Sunday, July 10th same times. 

Where:  NYS DEC Mount Nimham Multiple Use Area off of Gipsy Trail Road in Kent.  Since this is a multiple use area, no permits are required to hike this property.
Directions: To hike from the bottom of the mountain starting at 1:00 pm: From Route 301, take Gipsy Trail Road north approximately 1.9 miles, and turn right into the New York State DEC parking area. From Farmers Mills Road, go south on Gipsy Trail Road approximately 2.8 miles, and turn left into New York State DEC parking area. For a map, click here.

To hike from halfway up the mountain starting at 2:30 pm:  From Route 301, take Gipsy Trail Road north approximately 2.3 miles, and turn left on Mt. Nimham Court (historical marker). Follow Mt. Nimham Court up the hill approximately 1 mile to the main parking area. From Farmers Mills Road, go south on Gipsy Trail Road approximately 2.4 miles, and turn right on Mt. Nimham Court. Follow Mt. Nimham Court up the hill approximately 1 mile to the main parking area. For a map, click here.
What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring enough water given the distance you’re walking and the temperature that day, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourself and your dog when you return home.

Contact: By phone at (845) 249-8880, by email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or visit our Facebook page here, or visit our website at http://www.highlandspreservation.org/index.html
