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May 1st Magical History Tour & Nature Hike to Shaw’s Hill (aka California Hill)
Following the overwhelming response to our recent tour and hike to Hawk Rock, you are invited to join us on Sunday, May 1st at 11:00am for our second “Magical History Tour and Nature Hike” to Shaw’s Hill, which is now known as California Hill. We’ll be  visiting 2 colonial-era farm sites – the Shaw/Rundle Farm on Old California Hill Road (aka Shaw Street), and the Munger/Travis Farm on Old Munger Road. The patriarchs of both of these families served as patriots during the Revolution. We’ll explore the ruins at both of these sites, cross through several old farm fields, and marvel at the beautiful surrounding forestland and bubbling streams flowing down the hillsides. Our associate sponsors include the Kent Historical Society, the Putnam County Historic Preservation Advisory Commission, and the New England Antiquities Research Association. Get the kids off their smart-phones and computers for a few hours! As usual, leashed dogs are welcome too.
Hike Facts:

Distance: Approximately 3 miles

Terrain: Up and down hills, uneven and rocky ground, crossing at least 2 streams, step over downed trees and through stone walls.
When: 11:00am on Sunday, May 1st. Heavy rain will postpone this hike until Sunday, May 15th same time. 

Where:  Meet at California Hill State Forest located on Gordon Road in Kent (Gordon Road is located off of Peekskill Hollow Road). Since this is a New York State multiple use area, no permits are required to hike this property.
Directions: From Route 301, take Peekskill Hollow Road south approximately 1.2 miles, and turn right on Gordon Road. Then take Gordon Road ½ mile to California State Forest on the left. Carefully and slowly drive across the stream culvert into the parking area. Parking is very limited, so please carpool if possible. Availability is on a first come basis. For a map, click here.

What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring water, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourself and your dog when you return home.

Contact: By phone at (845) 249-8880, by email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or visit our Facebook page here, or visit our website at http://www.highlandspreservation.org/index.html
